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This exercise is on lab3 

This is the desktop. 

 

How  to open the home directory? 

 

Double click this 



This is the home directory: 

 

How to open the file system? 

you have 2 ways: 

1- from the home directory  in your left hand side click File System: 

 

This is the user name 



2- from the desktop hover over the top bar  a menu will appear  
choose places  computer  

 
after choosing computer  you will get this window from it choose(double click) File 
System: 

 
 
  

1- hover here at the top 

to display the menu 

2- choose places 

then computer 



How to see you hard disk or flash memory? 
from the desktop hover over the top bar  a menu will appear  
choose places  computer  

 
How to open the terminal? 
click on ubuntu logo 

  

click Ubuntu logo 



in the search box type the letter t  you will get all the applications that begins with t 
 choose Terminal. 
 

This is Terminal window: 

  

shell prompt 

user name 

computer name 



Then press ENTER key 

  
open the Terminal to do and answer the following: 

- when you open the terminal, what is the default current directory? 

Answer: it is the home directory  /home/username 

NOTE: by default the username is ubuntu 

NOTE: when we say home directory, we mean /home/username 

- How to know the current directory? 

by executing the command pwd: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the command output: 

 

 

 

 

  

This is the command output 

the current directory is: 

/home/ubuntu 



- How to change the current directory to be Desktop directory? 

use the command cd 

 

How to print the current directory? 

use the command pwd 

 

type this command then 

press ENTER 

type this command then 

press ENTER 

This is the command output 



- How to change the current directory to be Documents directory? 

 

How to print the current directory? 

use the command pwd 

 
- How to change the current directory to be home directory? 

There are 3 ways: 

type this 

command 

then press 

ENTER 

type this command then 

press ENTER 

This is the command output 



 cd /home/ubuntu 

 
 cd ~ 

 

type this 

command 

then press 

ENTER 

the current directory 

type this command then 

press ENTER 

type cd then 

space then 

press ENTER 

the current directory 

type this command then 

press ENTER 



 cd 

 
 

- How to change the current directory to be the root directory? 

type the command:  (cd then space then / then press ENTER) 

$ cd / 

NOTE: 

in all the previous examples you can use ~ instead of /home/ubuntu  

For example:    

        to make the Desktop your current directory, you can type the command: 

        $cd ~/Desktop 

         to make the Documents your current directory, you can type the command: 

         $cd ~/Documents 

Another examples: 

 

  

type cd only the press 

ENTER 

the current directory 

type this command then press ENTER 

make bin directory to be the current directory 

make dev directory to be the current directory 

make etc directory(administrative configuration 

files directory) to be the current directory 



The command ls: 

to  list the content of the CURRENT directory. 

using the GUI (Graphical User Interface) create the following directories and files.  

As you do in Windows : right click  Create Folder 

                                                          right click  Create Document Empty File 

- inside the home directory create: 

a directory called PNU, inside PNU create the following: 

 
- in the Desktop create: 

a directory called company, inside company create the following: 

 

  

  

Directory
PNU

Direcoty
NET

File
f1

File
f2

Directory
net321

Directory
IS

File
f3

Directory
CS

File

departments
File

college

Directory
company

Direcoty
sales

File
s1

File
s2

Directory
s3

Directory
accounting

File
a1

Directory
IT

Directory
programming

File

departments

File
salary



 

open the Terminal and write the commands that do the following: 

- list the contents of the home directory. 
ls /home/ubuntu 

ls ~  gives the same output

 

 

- list the contents of the home directory ,Showing all files, even the hidden files. 
ls –a /home/ubuntu 

ls -a ~  gives the same output 

 

 
 



- list the contents of the home directory separated by commas. 
ls –m /home/ubuntu 

ls –m ~   gives the same output 

 

- list the contents of the home directory in long listing. 
ls –l /home/ubuntu   

ls –l ~   gives the same output 

 

  



- list the contents of the home directory including the contents of subdirectories. 
ls –R /home/ubuntu 
ls -R ~  gives the same output 

 

  

the direct content of 

home/ubuntu 

The content of 

subdirectories 



- list the contents of the home directory in long listing ,Showing all files, even the 

hidden files. 
ls –al /home/ubuntu 
ls -al ~  gives the same output 

 

- list the contents of the home directory ,Showing all files, even the hidden files, in 

long listing including the contents of the subdirectories. 
ls –alR /home/ubuntu 
ls -alR ~  gives the same output 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



- list the contents of the directory PNU.  
NOTE: PNU is in  /home/ubuntu 
if the current is /home/ubuntu 

$ls PNU 

if the current is NOT /home/ubuntu, for example if the current is 
/home/ubuntu/Desktop: 

                 
$cd /home/ubuntu/PNU    make PNU the current directory 
$ls  list the content of the current, which is now PNU 

OR $cd /home/ubuntu  make /home/ubuntu the current 
$ls PNU  list the content of PNU 

            
  

  

The current 

list the content of PNU 

list the content of PNU 

in long listing 

list the content of PNU 

separated by commas 

list the content of PNU including 

the subdirectories 

The current 

This will give an error, because PNU 

is not in the current OR not the 

current 

make PNU the current 

directory 

list the 

content of the 

current, 

which is now 

PNU 

 

list the 

content of the 

current, 

which is now 

PNU 

 



OR 
 

  

The current 

This will give an error, because PNU 

is not in the current OR not the 

current 

make /home/ubuntu 

the current directory 

list the 

content of 

PNU 



- list the contents of the directory company.  
NOTE: company is in  /home/ubuntu/Desktop 
$cd /home/ubuntu/Desktop  make Desktop the current directory 
$ls company  list the content of company 
OR 
$cd /home/ubuntu/Desktop/company  make company the current directory 
$ls  list the content of the current, which is now company 

OR 

 
  

This will give an error, 

because company is not 

in the current OR not the 

current. 

The current 

make Desktop the 

current directory 

list the 

content of 

company 

This will give an error, 

because company is not 

in the current OR not the 

current. 

The current 

make company the 

current directory 

list the 

content of the 

current, 

which is now 

company 

 



- list the content of the root 
$ls / 
 

 


